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Statement on the Helicopter
Tragedy in North Korea
December 18, 1994

We have been informed by the Govern-
ment of the Democratic Republic of North
Korea, through Congressman Bill Richard-
son who is in Pyongyang, that one of the pi-
lots of the U.S. Army helicopter that strayed
into North Korean airspace on December 16,
Chief Warrant Officer David Hilemon of
Clarksville, TN, was killed in the downing
of the helicopter. North Korean officials have
told Congressman Richardson that the other
crewman, Chief Warrant Officer Bobby Hall
of Brooksville, FL, is alive and reportedly
uninjured. Our thoughts and prayers are with
the families of both of these dedicated avi-
ators.

Congressman Richardson, who has been
in continuing contact with Secretary of State
Warren Christopher during this period, has
at my instructions told the North Korean
Government that we want prompt access to
Chief Warrant Officer Hall and his return
to a U.S. facility along with the remains of
Chief Warrant Officer Hilemon. We are
using all available channels to press for an
early resolution of this matter.

This tragic loss of life was unnecessary.
Our primary concern now is the welfare of
Chief Warrant Officer Hall and his return
along with the body of Chief Warrant Officer
Hilemon. Congressman Richardson, who has
worked tirelessly to resolve this matter over
the past 2 days, is staying in North Korea
for now and will remain in constant contact
with North Korean officials on our behalf.

Remarks on the Middle Class Bill of
Rights and North Korea
December 19, 1994

The President. Last week, I outlined my
proposal for a middle class bill of rights to
help the American people restore the Amer-
ican dream. The GI bill after World War II
gave a generation of Americans a chance to
build their own lives and their own dreams.
Now we can help a new generation of hard-
working people get the right education and
skills, raise their children, and keep their

families strong so that they can get ahead
in the new American economy.

I want to take just a moment to remind
you of the four features in that bill of rights.
First, for a family making less than $120,000,
the tuition they pay for postsecondary edu-
cation, training, and retraining would be fully
deductible from a taxable income, phased up
to $10,000 a year; second, for a family with
an income of $75,000 a year or less, a tax
cut phased up to $500 a year for every child
under the age of 13; third, for families with
incomes under $100,000 a year, the ability
to put away $2,000 tax-free into an IRA and
then withdraw that money tax-free for costs
of education, health care, first-time home, or
the care of an elderly parent. Finally, we will
make billions of dollars available that the
Government normally spends itself, through
separate job-training programs, directly to
workers who can decide on how best to use
the money to learn new skills.

There’s only one reason we can afford to
do this at this time. We have worked very
hard to cut Government spending and to
bring the deficit under control. The Govern-
ment debt increased by 4 times during the
12 years before I took office. I want to re-
mind you what that burden means. It means
that this April when people make out their
checks to the Government, 28 cents of every
dollar of Federal income tax will be necessary
to pay interest on the debt accumulated be-
tween 1981 and the day I was inaugurated.
It is our responsibility to turn that around,
and we have been working to fulfill it. We
have already passed budgets that cut the defi-
cit by $700 billion, eliminate 100 Govern-
ment programs, and cut over 300 others.

A major part of this endeavor has been
the reinventing Government initiative led by
the Vice President. I have worked hard to
reduce and to redirect governments for many
years, since my early days as Governor of my
State, when we were one of the first States
in the country to adopt a statewide total qual-
ity management program, which resulted in
cutting regulation and paperwork, eliminat-
ing agencies and departments and programs
that were unnecessary. Now we are cutting
things that can be cut. We propose to stop
doing things that Government doesn’t do
very well and that don’t need to be done by
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Government. And we believe we should in-
crease our efforts where Government can
make a real, positive difference in the lives
of ordinary Americans. We have to change
yesterday’s Government and make it work for
the America of today and tomorrow.

In the last 2 years, we have made a good
beginning. We have begun to shrink the Fed-
eral Government’s bureaucracy to its small-
est size in 30 years. The work force of the
Federal Government is already almost
100,000 below where it was on the day we
were inaugurated. We are on the way to a
reduction of 272,000 positions, cuts that are
freeing up money to invest in our people.
For example, every dollar that goes to fund
the crime bill, which is a direct transfer of
investment to our local communities at the
grassroots level, comes from the cuts we are
making.

Later today at the Justice Department, I
will announce new efforts under the crime
bill to finish our commitment of putting
100,000 more police officers on the street
and stop the crime that punishes so many
American families.

We have to continue to meet our respon-
sibilities to the next generation. We must pay,
therefore, for the middle class bill of rights
with new reductions in Government spend-
ing, dollar for dollar, spending cuts to pay
for tax cuts, with no new cuts in Medicare
and Social Security. I call on Congress to
meet that same responsibility in their delib-
erations.

Our administration has just completed a
review in which we have identified $24 bil-
lion in cuts in bureaucracy, redtape, and out-
moded programs to help to do this. And we
are committed to continuing the freeze on
discretionary spending, which will save an-
other $52 billion in the next 5-year budget
cycle.

We will do even more to shrink yesterday’s
Government. I have called on the Vice Presi-
dent to review every single Government pro-
gram and department for further possible re-
ductions. He’s also going to review the Fed-
eral regulatory process, and we have spent
a good deal of time on that already, so that
we can get better results for the public with
less interference in their lives.

Vice President Gore is here to discuss the
details of our next round of proposals in rein-
venting Government, along with Director
Alice Rivlin and the heads or representatives
of five agencies in which we are proposing
reductions now, including Secretary
Cisneros, Secretary Peña, Deputy Secretary
White, General Services Administration Di-
rector Roger Johnson, and Office of Person-
nel Management Director Jim King. I want
to thank them and our entire economic team
for their hard work in the last few weeks.

I also want to say a special word of thanks
to people who often get overlooked in this,
and that is the employees of the United
States Government. The work they have
done in the last 2 years to help us to reduce
the size of the Federal work force by 100,000
already, to implement plans to take it down
to a total of 272,000, and even more with
the announcements we are making today,
that work is truly exemplary. It would be
envied by many of our biggest corporations
in this country. They have rolled up their
sleeves; they have been creative; they have
found ways for us to save taxpayer money
and redirect that into the middle class bill
of rights and to investing in our future.

This has been—I want to emphasize—a
very disciplined, well-organized process. We
have not let rhetoric and recklessness domi-
nate it. This has been about reality. And
again, as we go into the New Year, that ought
to be our motto, as I said the other night:
Country first, politics-as-usual dead last;
focus on reality, not rhetoric and not reck-
lessness.

It is not enough to cut Government just
for the sake of cutting it. Government is not
inherently good or bad. In a new time, with
a new economy, with new demands on ordi-
nary American families, we need a leaner but
not a meaner Government. We need to put
Government back on the side of hardworking
Americans. That means I will oppose certain
cuts if they undermine our economic recov-
ery, undermine middle class living standards,
undermine our attempts to support poor
people who are doing their best to raise their
children and want to work their way into the
middle class, undermine our attempts to im-
prove education, protect our environment,
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and move us into the future with a high-
wage, high-growth economy.

As I said last Thursday night, what we real-
ly need is a new American Government for
this new American economy in the 21st cen-
tury, one that is creative and flexible, that’s
a high-quality, low-cost producer of services
that the American people need and that can
best be provided at the national level. The
best thing we can do in this process is to
follow the model that smart companies have
done, which is to develop a good plan, put
good people in charge, and pursue the goal
with vigor.

I am confident that I chose the right per-
son to lead the reinventing Government ef-
fort. I want to thank the Vice President and
all of his team. They have done wonderful
work. And I’d like now to turn the podium
over to Vice President Gore.

[At this point, the Vice President outlined the
reinventing Government plan and introduced
the agency officials who presented the new
proposals.]

North Korea

Q. Can we ask the President a question?
The President. Let me just—let me make

a brief statement. I want to say just two
things about the North Korean situation.
First of all, I called the families of the two
soldiers involved today to express my concern
and, in the case of the gentleman who was
killed, my condolences, to the family. And
I told them what I can tell you. I’ve worked
on this all weekend. I’m going to keep work-
ing on it, and we’re working on an early reso-
lution of it. We’re doing the very best we
can. I don’t have any details to tell you now.

As you know, I think, Congressman Rich-
ardson is in North Korea, and he is working
with us and also doing a very fine job. I have
nothing else to say at this time, except it’s
a high priority, we’re working on it, and we’re
going to do our best to resolve it.

NOTE: The President spoke at 12:13 p.m. in Room
450 of the Old Executive Office Building.

Remarks Announcing the Selection
of Joseph Brann as Top Cop
December 19, 1994

Thank you very much, Chief Brann, for
your remarks and your commitment. We’re
delighted to have you and your fine family
here and on board. Chief Sanders, thank you
for your remarks and for your work. To Gen-
eral Reno and to Director and former Chief
Brown, and the Deputy Attorney General,
the Associate Attorney General, to the Mem-
bers of Congress who are here, and the may-
ors, and other leaders of people who will ben-
efit from this work that is being done. This
is a very happy day for the people of the
United States.

I ran for President because I wanted to
restore the American dream and bring this
country together as we move into the 21st
century. And there were three sort of slogans
that, from time to time, I used to try to cap-
ture what I thought we ought to be about.
One was ‘‘putting people first,’’ restore the
values of middle class America. The other
was, ‘‘Don’t stop thinking about tomorrow,’’
which basically means we’re hurtling into the
future at a rapid rate, and we better prepare
for it. The third was the idea that we needed
a covenant in this country, not just a deal
but a covenant, a solemn agreement that we
would attempt in the Government to provide
more opportunity, but that the citizens of
America would assume more personal re-
sponsibility for themselves, their families,
and then in the process we would build the
American community again.

We can’t do any of that if the people of
this country feel afraid on their streets, in
their homes, and in their schools. And we
are taking a stand against that. But we’re also
doing it in a way that reinforces our commit-
ment to thinking about the future and the
need for people to assume more personal re-
sponsibility, all of us.

When I had the honor of addressing the
Nation last Thursday night, and I was able
to outline the middle class bill of rights,
which will be at the center of our agenda
when the Congress comes back, to give peo-
ple the opportunity to invest in their chil-
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